LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRf

Ganga is auspicious and worth giving salvation. It will be inter-
esting to look at the observation of Vinoba, while he describes the
beauty, loveliness and brightness of the sacred Ganga. He says
that Ganga is like a mother - she washes off and carries away in
her course, all the impurities of our mind and body.48 Swami
Tapovanam, who has written a comparatively large book of San-
skrit verses namely Hymn to Ganga, has tried to bring out all the
relevant information regarding Ganga paying high homage to her.
In one of these verses he says that Yamuna, Sarsvati, Annapooma,
Bhageeratha and Adi Sankara worship Ganga; along withmany
other devotees-49

"^RW ^FJk^T ^Hc^-^KIxi^:

^lPlr4 Wpf$I?IT fa^i^^HlTl<1^fd"

Both the Sanskrit poets Swami Tapovanam and Vazhakunnam
exhibit their love for the great and sacred river, realising the pulses
of the Indians. Vazhakunnam has absorbed Indian culture, leg-
ends and mythology and has played his role in popularising them.
Again it may be with this aim that Vazhakunnam in 4 verses
describes Kamadhenu.50
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